
November 2016

FALL PHOTO FESTIVAL 
A guide to incredible photo opportunities in Lincoln County, Nevada



Welcome to the first annual Fall Photo Festival in Lincoln County, Nevada! This event was 
organized by the Lincoln Communities Action Team, in association with Nevada Central 
Media. We think this will grow into one of the premier photography events in the region, 
and we greatly appreciate you joining us at the ground floor!

Lincoln County offers over 10,000 square miles of high desert beauty. The county has five 
state parks within a 50-mile radius, five small towns, each with its own unique history, 
and many other great destinations. This booklet includes over a dozen to choose from - all 
offering fantastic photography opportunities. These pages include a map of the county and 
an overview of each destination, directions, and other important notes.

A few general words of caution:

To ensure a safe and enjoyable visit, please travel with care. Remember, this is a high 
mountain desert environment with open range highways, so please be prepared. 
Livesock is free to roam across the blacktop so keep an eye out, especially at night. If 
possible, it’s best to avoid driving long distances after dark.

In many areas, cell phone coverage is spotty at best. It’s best not to depend on having any 
kind of reliable cell phone reception outside of the towns.

Vehicle survival kits are always a good idea. Some basic items include drinking water, 
flashlight, food/snacks, blanket or sleeping bag, first aid kit, duct tape, and an assortment 
of tools.

Some of the destinations require a high clearance vehicle. The terrain can get very rough, 
and damage to roads is frequent due to harsh winters and frequent flooding.

Most importantly, we hope you have a wonderful and safe experience here in Lincoln 
County and that you will come back often (and bring your friends)!

Sincerely,

Ben Rowley
Nevada Central Media | Lincoln Communities Action Team

WELCOME!
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THE TOWNS
OF

The town of Alamo is located 
in southern Lincoln County, just 
90 miles north of Las Vegas. This 
friendly community includes 
restaurants, a grocery store, 
churches, lodging, service stations, 
emergency services and a landing 
strip for small private airplanes. 
It is the social and business center 
of the rich Pahranagat Valley 
and neighbor of the Pahranagat 
National Wildlife Refuge.

The country surrounding Alamo 
offers beautiful scenery, with 
spring-fed lakes and pastures, 
amazing mountain ranges, and 
Native American artifacts. It is also 
one of the closest inhabited places 
to the government installation 
known as Area 51.

In the early 1860s, the Pahranagat 
Valley was a prime range for horse 
thieves who stole stock in Utah and 
Arizona. After resting up in the 

valley, the rustlers and their horses 
would make the long journey across 
the desert and into California. It 
was once reported that there were 
over 350 different brands in the 
valley at one time. Described by 
one of the original settlers as “the 
toughest place I ever saw.”

Nearby Hiko was chosen as the 
county seat in February of 1866, 
and the discovery of gold brought 
about the establishment of many 
new mining towns. Eventually, the 
last of the rustlers were driven out 
of the area.

The town of Alamo celebrated its 
100th anniversary in July of 2001. 
Fred Allen, Mike Botts, Bert Riggs 
and William Stewart originally laid 
out the town in 1901. The post office 
was established on May 12, 1905. 
The name of the town was derived 
from the Spanish word for “poplar” 
and denotes the presence of poplar 
or cottonwood trees in the area.

LINCOLN
COUNTY

Alamo
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Located in southeastern Nevada, 
the quiet town of Caliente is the 
only incorporated community 
in Lincoln County. Shaded by 
beautiful cottonwood trees, the 
residential area has a friendly, 
hometown feel.

Evidence of the historical roots of 
this railroad town can be seen in 
its mission-style Caliente Railroad 

station. City offices, a library and 
a unique mural in the old Amtrak 
waiting room now occupy the 
railroad depot. A picturesque line of 
“company row” houses are located 
just northeast of downtown.

Caliente is conveniently located 
within some of the most beautiful 
country in the state. To the south is 
magnificent Rainbow Canyon, with 

the oasis-like setting of Kershaw-
Ryan State Park just two miles 
south of the city center. Within 50 
miles of the town are four other 
state parks: Beaver Dam, Cathedral 
Gorge, Spring Valley and Echo 
Canyon.

Town services include 
restaurants, gas station, motels, 
and a variety of stores. The U.S. 
Department of the Interior-Bureau 
of Land Management offers visitor 
information for travelers.

For sports and recreation there 
are three city parks, a public 
swimming pool, and shooting 
range. Hometown activities include 
barbecues, softball tournaments, 
homecoming reunions and the 
Fourth of July celebration - drawing 
visitors from all over with great 
food, dancing, games for the kids 
and a dazzling fireworks display.

A quaint Mormon farming 
community dating back to the 
1860s, Panaca is the oldest surviving 
town in eastern Nevada. Rich in 
tradition and agricultural beauty, 
many of today’s townspeople are 
direct descendants of the original 
settlers. Visitors interested in 19th 
century architecture can enjoy 
a variety of beautifully designed 
buildings.

Panaca is a favorite stop for 

people traveling to Cathedral 
Gorge State Park which offers year-
round camping and exploration. 
Many nearby ghost towns can 
also be explored. The Lincoln 
County Airport is situated about 
two miles west of Panaca and 
can accommodate small aircraft. 
Panaca is host to the July 24 Pioneer 
Day celebrations and the Lincoln 
County Fair and Rodeo in early 
August.

Mormon missionaries and settlers 
arrived in Eastern Nevada in May 
of 1864 with hopes of establishing a 
network of growing colonies in the 
area. This effort, led by Francis Lee, 
was responsible for establishing the 
town of Panaca. The name “Panaca” 
is derived from the Southern Paiute 
word “Pan-nuk-ker” which means 
“metal, money, wealth.” William 
Hamblin, a Mormon missionary to 
the Native Americans, was shown 
a location where “panacker” was 
found in abundance. The Panacker 
Ledge (Panaca Claim) was staked 
and the town of Panaca born.

From its early pioneer roots, 
the town featured a school, small 
grocery and mercantile stores, a 
church and a few modest homes. 
For the most part, present day 
Panaca has remained virtually 
unchanged.

TOWNS •

Panaca

Caliente
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Originally called “Sandy” because 
of its long expanse of sand, Rachel 
is the youngest town in Nevada and 
is considered the”UFO Capital of 
the World.” The town was named 
after Rachel Jones, the first child 
born in the community founded by 
D.C. Day in 1978. The community 
has been featured in magazines, 
books, television shows and many 
major newspapers as the center of 
UFO activity, drawing Sci-Fi fans 
and visitors from all over the world. 

The result of this publicity was the 
renaming of Highway 375 as “The 
Extraterrestrial Highway” by the 
Nevada State Legislature. For the 
inquisitive, part of the Nevada Test 
Site is situated in southwestern 
Lincoln County, close to Rachel. 
However, for obvious reasons, there 
are no guided tours and warning 
signs are posted for visitors who get 
a little too curious.

With only about one hundred 
people in the entire valley, Rachel 

Rachel
does not even have a post office. 
There is, however, a restaurant/bar/
motel and an RV park. Although 
there are least five permanent 
houses, most people live in mobile 
homes on patches of scrub desert. 
The town is located at the southern 
end of the Sand Springs Valley, 
an otherwise empty, bowl-shaped 
valley about twenty-five miles wide.

In and around this little town, 
alfalfa is grown and cattle raised. 
Western history buffs may want to 
explore the mountains surrounding 
Rachel. Paiute Indian petroglyphs 
and other signs of encampments 
can be found. Not far from Rachel 
are said to be ghost towns full 
of spirits of deceased cowboys. 
Inquire locally for directions – 
the friendly folks at Rachel invite 
everyone to explore their town and 
the surrounding area.

Much in contrast to its colorful 
past, Pioche today attracts 
new residents with its friendly, 
picturesque hometown appeal. 
Pioche is the Lincoln County 
seat, the courthouse a prominent 

fixture of the town. With full 
amenities, Pioche offers good food, 
lodging, shopping, automotive and 
emergency services. 

For a step back into the soul of the 
old west, pick up a walking-tour 

guide of Pioche’s historic buildings 
from the Pioche Historical Museum 
on Main Street or the Million-Dollar 
Courthouse on Lacour Street. Visit 
sites such as Heritage Park, The 
Overland Hotel, and Boot Hill for 
a journey into the rich history of 
Pioche. For more information, visit 
www.piochenevada.org. The site 
includes video tours. 

The town’s recreation center 
includes park and picnic facilities, 
a swimming pool and a baseball 
diamond. A nine-hole golf course 
is also open for the avid golfer.

Local events include Pioche’s 
annual Labor Day celebration 
offering parades, mining events, 
a craft show, lots of games for the 
kids and a fireworks display.

Pioche
TOWNS •
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Few landscapes are as contrasting as Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge’s 
(NWR) lush wetlands and the surrounding Mojave Desert.  Nourished by life-
giving waters of Crystal and Ash Springs, the refuge offers ideal wetlands and 
riparian habitats for thousands of migratory birds, numerous birds of prey, deer 
and rare fish. 

Notably, 264 bird species have been recorded on the refuge, making it a popular 
destination for photographers.  Hiking trails cross through meadows, marshes, 
lakes, streams and desert within a single visit.

Location: U.S. Highway 93 Mile Post 32, Alamo, NV 89001
Important Notes: It is hunting season. The public hunting area begins just 

North of Dove Dike and ends near the southern  shore of Lower Lake.  Boundaries are posted.
Make sure to stop by the new visitor center! It is open from 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Thursday - Monday. You can also call the 

front desk for ideas on where to go - (775) 725-3417.

Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge

Nesbitt Lake/Hiko

The Mount Irish site is rich with Rock Art, with three distinct areas to explore. 
The numerous petroglyphs, along with scatters of chipped and ground-stone, 
pottery and rock shelters, suggest the sites were occupied from 1000 B.C. to the 
1860s.

Location: The entrance and gate to Mount Irish Rock Art Site is 3.9 miles 
from the intersection of State Route 375, State Route 318 and Highway 93 (the 
“Y”). Traveling north on State Route 318, towards Ely, it is on the left (west) side 
of the road just past Key Pittman Management Area. A BLM marker is just to 
the left of the gate. Go through the gate, and continue approximately 9 miles to 
the register.

Important Notes: Make sure to close the entry gate after going through. A 4-wheel drive vehicle is recommended. 

Mt. Irish Petroglyph Site

Learn more about Lincoln County at

www.LincolnCountyNevada.com

Hiko is a ranching community on the north end of Pahranagat Valley. The 
lush, green fields, surrounded by rocky hills provides wonderful photography 
opportunities. 

Hiko was the county seat of Lincoln County from 1867 to 1871, due largely to 
silver mines in the area. 

Nesbitt Lake is part of the Key Pittman Wildlife Management Area and is 
inhabited by various species of waterfowl.

Location: State Route 318, about four miles south from the intersection of 
State Route 375, State Route 318 and Highway 93 (the “Y”).

Important Notes: Please respect private property. 
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Where wild grape vines climb sheer rock cliffs, and Gambel oaks, cottonwoods 
and elms provide a shady retreat, Kershaw-Ryan State Park is truly a desert 
oasis. Natural springs feed the lush landscape, providing a beautiful contrast 
to the rugged volcanic rock that make up the canyon walls. Situated in colorful 
Rainbow Canyon, it is a nature lover’s dream.

Location: Two miles south of Caliente via Highway 93 and State Route 317.
Important Notes: Park entrance fees apply ($7 per day, $2 discount for Nevada 

residents).

White River Narrows Archaeological District was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1976. The area is outstanding not only for rock art 
but also for the impressive rhyolite cliffs.

Location: The entrance (dirt road) to White River Narrows Archaeological 
District is 23.0 miles from the intersection of State Route 375, State Route 318 
and Highway 93 (the “Y”). Traveling north on State Route 318 towards Ely, it is 
4.1 miles past the “White River Narrows Archaeological District” sign and is on 
the right (east) side of the road.

Important Notes: When exploring the White River Narrows, be sure to watch 
your step. Rattlesnakes are common in this area. A 4-wheel drive vehicle is 
recommended. 

Explore and photograph the ruins of this once thriving gold rush town. 
Delamar features an old cemetary, with the gravesites of many young men who 
died due to mine dust inhalation. You will also find facades of various rock 
buildings.

Location: Delamar is off Highway 93 approx. 16 miles from Caliente. Turn 
south and drive about 15 miles on a gravel/rock road to Delamar.

Important Notes: DO NOT go into any mine shafts or climb on any mining 
structures. These mines are extremely dangerous (and privately owned). 

A 4-wheel drive vehicle is required. 

This is 21-mile (42 miles round-trip) scenic drive. on a paved road through a 
deep canyon with colored rock with interesting formations. In contrast to the 
surrounding mountains are many cottonwood trees. The road closely follows a 
busy railroad line, and there are numerous railroad tunnels and deep cuts along 
the line.

Location: Just south of Caliente on State Highway 317.
Important Notes: Some portions of the road are covered with a few inches of 

water. DO NOT attempt this drive during heavy rain.

DESTINATIONS •

White River Narrows Archaeological Site

Delamar Ghost Town

Kershaw-Ryan

Rainbow Canyon Scenic Drive
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The deep canyons, flowing streams, waterfalls, pinion, juniper and ponderosa 
forests of Beaver Dam have beckoned people for centuries. Experience the 
pristine-natural beauty and primitive-rustic character that distinguishes this 
park from all others. 

Location: From Caliente, take Highway 93 about 5.5 miles north to the Beaver 
Dam turnoff, then another 27 miles to the park.

Important Notes: A 4-wheel drive vehicle is recommended. Park entry fees 
apply. ($7 per day, $2 discount for Nevada residents).

The buff-colored formations of Cathedral Gorge hide treasures few have 
ever seen. The slot canyons carved into the soft-siltstone provide a maze of 
undiscovered wonders. Look for the tunnel called the “rabbit hole” and climb 
through to the open spaces on the other side. Hike through a slot canyon all the 
way to the top of Miller Point where you can see the canyon from above.  Follow 
your sense of adventure at Cathedral Gorge. 

Location: The park is just north of Panaca turnoff on Highway 93.
Important Notes: Park entry fees apply. ($7 per day, $2 discount for Nevada 

residents).

These beehive-shaped kilns were built in the mid-1870s to produce charcoal 
for the silver mills of Pioche and Bullionville, Nevada. Skilled stone masons 
quarreied rhyolitic tuff from nearby outcrops. The blocks were carefully 
dressed, then joined with mud and lime mortar. These kilns were used until 
the late 1890s.

Enjoy the high-desert scenery on your way to the kilns!
Location: Head east from Panaca on State Route 319. Just after Panaca Summit 

Turn south onto a a dirt road and go about 4.5 miles. 
Important Notes: A 4-wheel drive vehicle is recommended. 

Enjoy the beautiful Eastern Nevada scenery at Echo Canyon State Park. The 
park offers a 35-acre reservoir with a campground, picnic area, group use 
facilities and boat launch. Abundant wildlife, a wide variety of native plants and 
unique rock formations provide numerous photography opportunities.

Location: The park is 12 miles east of Pioche on State Route 322.
Important Notes: Park entry fees apply. Park entry fees apply. ($7 per day, $2 

discount for Nevada residents).

Beaver Dam

Cathedral Gorge

Panaca Kilns

Echo Canyon
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Spring Valley is not just rich in trout, but is also rich in history. Remnants 
of stone cabins, corrals, and rusted farming equipment tell the story of 
hardworking men and women who attempted to tame the land and make a 
home in the valley.

Take some time to visit the Stone Cabin and hike the trail from the cabin to 
the Ranch Campground and experience the park from another perspective.

Location: The park is 21 miles east of Pioche on State Route 322.
Important Notes: Park entry fees apply. Park entry fees apply. ($7 per day, $2 

discount for Nevada residents).

The Bristol Charcoal Kilns were built in the 1870s out of native stone for the 
purpose of making charcoal from juniper or pinion wood. The charcoal was 
used for smelting ore and operating blacksmith shops. The kilns operated for 
many years and are unique in design, craftsmanship and large size.

Evidence of the milling operation at Bristol Wells is visible in the smelter 
tailings, even though all of the buildings are now gone, leaving only picturesque 
ruins and a stone house.

Location: Travel about 13.5 miles north of Pioche on Highway 93, then west 
on a graded road for about 6 miles.

Spring Valley

Bristol Wells

Share Your Photos
on Social Media!

#LincolnNV

DESTINATIONS •



Thanks to participants, organizers, and 
contributing businesses - all those who helped to 

make this event possible!

See you next year!


