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Editing Photographs in Adobe Lightroom Classic

BEFORE YOU START

Before you start importing your photos into Lightroom Classic, you have a couple of decisions to make.

First, you need to decide where to store your catalog and photos. And then it’s useful, but not essential, to 
decide on your folder structure and file naming.

MY ADVICE

Treat your COMPUTER as a place to TEMPORARLY store files, any files of any type. Use an EXTERNAL hard 
drive to store photos, videos, documents, graphics, spreadsheets, etc. By not filling up your computer’s 
internal hard drive with files, it will run faster and if it crashes, you won’t lose any files. You’ll only have to 
reinstall your software.

LET’S GET STARTED…

Step 1 – Copy your photographs from your camera’s memory card to an external drive. Be sure and name the 
folder on this drive something you’ll remember. I simply open up the external drive and create and name a 
NEW FOLDER. Then I open up the MEMORY CARD plugged into my computer, navigate to the photos, select 
them all, and DRAG AND DROP them into my new folder.
Step 2 – Connect your photos to LR Classic by launching the software on your computer.
Step 3 – LR Classic will need a CATALOG, and it defaults to the last catalog you had opened. Once it opens, 
choose FILE  IMPORT PHOTOS AND VIDEOS. This brings up the IMPORT DIALOG INTERFACE.
Step 4 – On the left-hand side, navigate to where your photos are located that you want to CONNECT with LR 
Classic. Dig down to the folder you put them in. It helps if you name the folder something meaningful to you 
and the images inside it. If you utilize subfolders, you can check the box INCLUDE SUBFOLDERS and LR Classic 
will dig down for you and bring up all photo and video files.

By default, LR Classic will have all files SELECTED. Look for the check boxes in the upper right corner of each 
image. If you have any images in the center section that are selected that you DO NOT wish to connect to LR 
Classic and be a part of the catalog, UNCHECK THE BOX now.

You should also notice at this time that in the top of the menu bar, the word ADD is highlighted. This means 
these photos will always exist 
Step 5 – On the right hand is where you can apply any METADATA such as copyright notices and keywords. 
Remember that filling in keywords here go into ALL the photos you are importing, so they are typically very 
generic and non-specific.
Step 6 – Click IMPORT in the lower right corner and LR Classic will open up the LIBRARY module with your 
images arranged in a grid format.
Step 7 – Let’s have some fun editing our photos!



SO WHAT IS THIS CATALOG AND WHY IS IT SO IMPORTANT

All of the information about your photos is stored as text in a database LR Classic calls the CATALOG. It tracks 
all the edits you do, where it is located and all the camera metadata (like your settings for shutter, aperture, 
iso, etc.). Lightroom also keeps small previews of the photos. This is why if you have ever opened LR Classic, 
saw some photos in the LIBRARY, but when you try to open them in the DEVELOP module to edit, you get an 
error message that it can’t locate the file. If the proper drive isn’t connected to the computer and LR Classic, 
you get to see the thumbnail, but not the file itself. Good news, it’s pretty easy to locate the file and move 
forward with editing.

EDITING IN THE DEVELOP MODULE

Almost all of the fun of editing in LR Classic takes place in the DEVELOP module. And like the LIBRARY module, 
the right-hand column is where you’ll spend most of your time. The first thing I do is turn on SOLO MODE. To 
do this, hold down CONTROL and click in a blank space of a panel tab. A menu pops up and I select SOLO 
MODE. This mode will only allow one panel open at a time, saving you much scrolling and making your 
workspace more efficient. If you have a 27in. monitor, you might not need this, but for laptops and even 21 
inch screens, it helps a lot.

Some assume that you must or should edit in the order LR Classic is laid out. This is not the case and I typically 
start with LENS CORRECTIONS and check the 2 boxes. All lenses have some distortion to the image (the wider 
the lens, the more distortion). What LR Classic does is correct for that problem.

After that, I might check to see if I need to LEVEL the photo, such as the horizon of a landscape photo. To do 
that, I select TRANSFORM  LEVEL. If it’s an architectural image, I might also do other things in this dialog box.

With those 2 things out of the way, I then jump back up to the BASIC panel.

At this point, it’s important to say that this is MY WAY of editing. There is no CORRECT WAY of editing. 
Whatever works and makes sense to YOU is the correct way for YOU to edit your photos.


